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Nebraska Agricultural Trade Office  
staff have been working diligently for  
years to develop relationships and  
contacts with businesses and breeders in Argentina.   
Argentines avidly buy imported products, especially those not             
produced in Argentina, which provides numerous  opportunities for 
Nebraska companies.   
Food and Beverage imports into the country are expected to de-
crease slightly during 2013 to an estimated $984 million. This de-
cline is due to several different factors including government regula-
tions and a slowdown in the countries economy. Although, there are 
opportunities available for products that are not produced locally 
such as high value Food & Beverage ingredients. 

ARGENTINA 

ARGENTINA FOOD & BEVERAGE INDUSTRY 
 

Many supermarkets are continuing to stock their shelves and in-
crease the amount of imported food and beverages to attract cus-
tomers with high purchasing power. Premium products are selling 
very well and private label products are slowly expanding with mar-
ket shares of 4-10% depending on the category. More Argentines 
are shopping large retailers where they are able to make one-stop 
shopping purchases, benefit from store sales and credit card incen-
tives. Another plus is that Argentines view U.S. products as reliable 
and high quality and are familiar with the American culture.  
 
The following products are in high demand in Argentina: 
 
Ingredients for the dairy industry Proteins 
Ingredients for functional foods Vitamins 
Starches     Nutritional ingredients 
Health supplements   Sauces 
Sweeteners    Snacks 
Soy proteins    Pet food 
Alcoholic beverages   Soups 
Cheese     Frozen products 
Consumer-ready meals  Carbonated beverages 
 



ARGENTINA 

ANALYZE MARKET POTENTIAL: 
The USDA Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS) 
has a program called Food Export.                    
Food Export provides food companies          
resources to help export their food             
overseas.  Analyzing market potential is vital to 
exporting successfully, and Food Export offers 
Food Export Helpline and Market Builder for 
companies who want to export.                                                               
Go to www.foodexportalliance.org/eweb to find 
out more information on both of these                  
programs.  
 

APPOINT A REPRESENTATIVE, 
AGENT, OR IMPORTER: 

Once you have found the market for your     
product, the next step is to find a way to get 
the product into that market. Argentine laws 
prohibit international companies from selling 
their products directly to the end-user, so you 
will need to find someone to distribute your 
product for you.  Food Export Helpline can aid 
you in finding those distributors. Contact the 
Nebraska Agricultural Trade Office for details. 
 
 
USE A PERSONALIZED APPROACH: 
Developing a relationship with importers can 
make the process easier.  Food Export has 
Buyer’s Missions and Focused Trade Missions 
which allow you to meet face-to-face with            
potential buyers.   
 
Additional information on Argentina is available 
by contacting the Trade Office. 
 

Here are tips for exporting to Argentina: 
 
 
 

 
 

KNOW THE EXPORT              
REQUIREMENTS: 

Exporting regulations differ depending on 
the product and country. Nebraska             
Agricultural Trade Office staff can            
provide information regarding regulations 
and documentation.  Also, Food Export 
provides webinars covering topics such 
as export documentation and the three 
“P’s” of exporting.  

 
PRINT MATERIALS IN SPANISH: 
Most importers speak English, however 
for ease of sale having your marketing 
materials and labels printed in Spanish is 
recommended.  Food Export provides 
the Branded Program, which is a             
reimbursement program. The Branded 
Program allows companies to be             
reimbursed for marketing endeavors, 
which includes printed materials.  Keep 
this in mind as you learn more about 
your importers’ expectations and needs 
for your products. 
 

EXPORT ASSISTANCE: 
Nebraska Agricultural Trade Office staff 
can provide information and assistance 
for your company in regards to your       
exporting endeavors. Food Export also 
has programs specifically designed to 
help food companies find markets and 
contacts, learn more about exporting, 
and become successful in international 
settings.  

 

For More Information Contact: 
Stan Garbacz 
Agricultural Trade Representative 
Nebraska Department of Agriculture 
(402) 471-2341 
stan.garbacz@nebraska.gov 
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