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Eligible/Ineligible Products  

A. Eligible product  
1. Beef or beef products derived from (1) cattle born and raised in the United 

States, (2) cattle imported into the United States, for example from Canada, 
and raised in the United States for at least 100 days prior to slaughter, or (3) 
cattle legally imported into the United States from a country deemed eligible 
by the Korean government to export beef or beef products to Korea. Presently 
limited to Mexico, Australia, and New Zealand.  

2. Korean beef importers and U.S. exporters have reached a commercial 
understanding that, as a transitional measure, only U.S. beef from cattle less 
than 30-months of age will be shipped to Korea. AMS has set up a voluntary 
Quality System Assessment (QSA) Program to verify that beef from 
participating plants will be from cattle less than 30 months of age.  
 
Eligible beef and beef products, including bone-in beef, deboned beef, offal, 
and variety meats must be derived from animals slaughtered on or after the 
QSA program approval date of the slaughter establishment. Beef and beef 
product derived from certain categories of cattle imported from Canada, 
imported beef and beef products, and processed beef products are ineligible.  
 
Eligible beef and beef products must be produced under an approved AMS 
Export Verification (EV) program for beef to Korea.  
 

3. Deboned beef derived from cattle less than 30 months of age that was 
processed at eligible establishments before October 5, 2007 are eligible. The 
beef is to have been produced according to the AMS EV program in place at 
the time of production.  

4. Poultry and poultry products.  
5. Pork products- Please see section below - Plants Not Eligible to Export.  
6. Nongravid pork uteri from gilts and unscalded stomachs and intestines may 

be exported as edible product.  
7. Pork Casings  
8. Pork Bones 

Note: Exporters should work closely with importers to assure that bones 
comply with any classification requirements of Korean Customs.  

9. Protein-free tallow (see Documentation Requirements below). 
Note: Beef tallow does not require an EV Program.  

B. Ineligible product  
1. Beef and beef products derived from cattle imported from Canada for 

immediate slaughter are ineligible.  
2. Beef and beef products derived from cattle imported from Canada that were 

resident in the U.S. less than 100 days prior to slaughter are ineligible.  
3. Imported beef and beef products are not eligible for direct export or for 

export after processing in the U.S.  
4. Processed beef products (e.g., any product that has added ingredients) are 

ineligible at this time.  



5. Other ruminant and ruminant products other than those identified in A. are 
ineligible for export.  

6. Imported meat and poultry and meat and poultry products (including natural 
casings) are not eligible for direct export or for export after processing in the 
U.S.  

7. Equine meat.  

For more information visit: 
http://www.fsis.usda.gov/regulations_&_policies/Republic_of_Korea_Requirements/index.as
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